Not satisfied with having stripped the religious of their possessions, the king found another, even more diabolical scheme to strip them of their souls. He had a public proclamation written in the name of the religious themselves, in which they begged the king, as the highest judge, to free them from the servitude and captivity of the monasteries, at manifest peril of their souls, and give them liberty, and that, receiving this sovereign mercy from his hand, they would cede-and later did indeed cede-to him, freely and unsought, of their own will and without compulsion, promise, duplicity, or pressure from anyone, the monasteries, estates, and incomes they had unjustly possessed hitherto, placing them in the hands of His Majesty, to whom they rightly belonged.5 All this, to appear to do what he did not out of greed for the goods he plundered, but in acquiescence to the pleas of the religious themselves. For this is the hypocrisy and fraudulence of the heretics in disguising their wickedness, to commit them and place the blame on their victims, and so get away with tyranny and violence. The king sent his minions to every monastery with this impious document to bring the abbots and monastics to sign and seal it, either by pressure or by force. Those who, overcome by terror or weakness, obeyed them were favored and showered with gifts, as godly men, peace-loving and law-abiding, friends to the commonweal. And those who remained constant and firm were abused and slandered, called pharisaical, arrogant, seditious, and rebels against the king. And so at this time there was no creature in England more wretched than the benighted religious, for they could not but lose the goods of their order, unless they lost their souls. When this trick did not fall out as the king had hoped, he martyred three abbots and two clerics for 
